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May 1, 2020 

 

Dear Glenside 8th Grade Students and Parents, 

 

I hope that this note finds you healthy and safe.  We have all been presented with a new and 

significant challenge, and I am extremely proud of how our students, teachers, administrators, 

and community has risen to meet it.  Despite losing the opportunity to work together in-person 

each day, we are finding ways to connect, teach, learn, and collaborate.  Our next challenge is to 

find a way to celebrate your accomplishments as students without the ability to gather.   

Our team has been working hard to find the best available way to celebrate your hard work, 

successes, and contributions as we wrap up the 8th grade year and your time in Queen Bee 

School District 16.  We have considered all options and resources, and we have a plan and a 

program that we believe you will be excited about.   

 

The 2020 Glenside Promotion Celebration will be taped in advance and aired on local cable 

television on Saturday, May 30th at 10:00 a.m., and we are asking all students to tune in and 

participate at the same time.  The Village of Glendale Heights has generously agreed to partner 

with Queen Bee 16 to produce the Promotion Celebration and has granted us the air time for 

viewing.  We will also release the production on YouTube for students and families who prefer 

to stream the celebration.  

  

The program will include messages to our students from selected classmates, all teachers, 

administrators, and a long list of people who are interested in congratulating you on your 

achievement.  Additionally, we will be including a video yearbook section, an 8th grade Band 

Performance, and a few surprises that we think you will enjoy.  Each student will be announced 

by their Advisory Teacher, and their picture will be shown.  We have a large group of people 

who are working on this production, and we are committed to making this Promotion 

Celebration in your home a worthwhile and rewarding experience.   

 

We have designed a Glenside T-Shirt for each student, and teacher and we are working with the 

printing company to have the promotion certificates ready for you by May 30th.  We are asking 

that each family take a picture of their Promotion Celebration and share it via email after the 

ceremony so that we can produce a slideshow for our students of every student’s celebration.  

We will post the slideshow to our website in the week following the Promotion Celebration.   

You will be receiving an invitation to our televised Promotion Celebration in the coming weeks 

along with a Promotion Celebration Program and your Glenside 2020 T-shirt.  It is our sincere 

hope that this format will give us the greatest chance for 100% participation and access and that 

all of our students, teachers, families, and members of the community enjoy the experience and 

the accomplishments of our students.   



In addition, we are committed to celebrating the Glenside Class of 2020 when circumstances 

permit.  We will host an event for the current 8th Grade students, families, and faculty when the 

public health guidelines make this possible, and it is safe for us to do so.   

 

Thank you for your continued support and partnership.  Please feel free to contact Mr. Garza or 

myself if my attention is needed.   

 

Sincerely, 

Joseph R. Williams, Ed. D.    

Superintendent  


